Collector: Brian Styles
Passion: LEGO Building Sets

AS THE FOUNDER of a global
software company, Brian Styles
leads a very grown-up life. He
puts in 16-hour days running the
various arms of Seriptlogic, then
comes home to his wife and son.
With all of that adult work and
responsibility, it's no wonder his
hobby takes him into the world of
fun and play.

Brian loved to play with LEGO
building sets as a child and began
collecting them in earnest when he
was a teenager. He now has T00
complete sets, with an excess of
150,000 elements (pieces). His col-
lection is insured through a policy
available through the National
Association of Collectors for $60,000.

According to Brian, it is “hard
to say when enjoyment of build-
ing became the addiction of col-
lecting. 1 had LEGO sets as far
back as I can remember. My
grandparents would regularly
buy me sets while growing up in
Buffalo, NY. Birthdays and holi-
days became “LEGOfests, and
most of my sets were kept at my
grandparent’s house for my
weekly return visits, he said.

“My favorite series during my
pre- and early teens was the
“Expert Builder” series. This se-
ries consisted of eight sets, manu-
factured in the late 1970z by
LEGO USA. The same series,
manufactured in Billund,
Denmark (home of LEGO), was
called the “Technic” series. I had
seven of the eight sets growing
up. After these initial eight, the
“Expert Builder” and “Technic”
series were united (as) the
“Technic” series for worldwide
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congistency. In addition to
Technic sets, 1 also managed to
acquire the majority of the “origi-
nal” LEGO Space series.

As Brian grew up, he managed
to get virtually every Technic set,
until the age of 16 when “building
LEGO gave way to adolescence,”
he said. “Then the little money 1
had was spent on automobiles,
dating, etc.” Brian refers to this
time in a LEGO collector’s life as
the “LEGO Dark Ages.”

“In 1988, at the age of 20, 1
moved to Florida,” he continued.
“About that time, 1 picked up a
few new sets from the new “Model
Maker” series. 1 guess this
reignited my LEGO flame, and
hence, I became a LEGO collector.
Since new sets are introduced
each year, and old ones discontin-
ued after a few years, I knew I
might never find the sets I migsed
during my teenage vears. Luckily,
it never stopped me from collect-
ing the new ones. Acquiring the
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one Expert Builder =zet I always
wanted during my pre-teens, and
the Technic sets that I missed dur-
ing my later teens became some-
what of a mission as an adult.”

“It wasn't until the Internet be-
came widely available in 1995
that acquiring these sets was
once again possible. By searching
the Internet and creating my own
wehsite, it wasn't long before I ac-
quired the 954 Expert Builder
Sky Copter 1 had wanted for 17
years. Today, I have two 954 Sky
Copters, one in the 10,8, box and
one in the European box (with a
different set number), along with
many other complete set series.”

Many collectors have mentors
who helped them get started, but
Brian entered the LEGO collect-
ing field on his own. “I have no
role models, though a bit of re-
spect—or is it envy?—for a couple
of individuals that seem to consis-
tently outhid me during some on-
line auctions,” he said.
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The most difficult guestion
Brian is asked about his collee-
tion is “Which set do you most
cherish?” “I have so0 many—each
get, and the entire collection, is
cherished,” he answered. Four
years ago, I could have probably
given a specific set or two by
name. Today, I'd have to say that
what I cherish the most is build-
ing each of the sets with my three
year old son Stephen.”

Brian's theory about toy collee-
tors like himself, is that they are
driven by a “desire to collect a
particular item from their child-
hood...particularly toys that you
couldn't afford as a kid or that
you had and then lost,” he said.
“Since many of my sets are from
my childhood, I can vividly re-
member cracking large pieces in
half to make smaller ones, and
painting them different colors.
When 1 have these vivid memo-
ries during my sleep, they can
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easily be classified as nightmares!
My addiction won't even allow me
to throw away broken and
painted pieces today!”

Brian credits LEGO building
sets with some of his success as an
adult. “LEGOs are a toy but they
are an educational tool, too. He
said. “(Working) with them stimu-
lates brain cells which affects cre-
ativity, mathematics and artistic
ability. By playing with them, I
learned about gear ratios, rack
and pinion steering...of course, |
didn’t realize I was learning at the
time. 1 was just having fun.”

In light of Brian's respect for
LEGOs, it is no surprise that he
encourages his three-year-old son
Stephen to play with them...even

the rarest sets in the collection.
Brian laughs, “Of course, Stephen'’s
favorites seem to be the most valu-
able that's OK—we
build them, he drops them—and
we build them again together!” he
said. The only downside to collect-
ing toys that a toddler loves is that
Brian now needs to buy two of
everything. “Mine get archived in a
box, and Stephen gets to open and
play with his.” Sometimes, it's
tough being the grown-up! *

T ]

You can reach Brian through his web
site at www. fegoweb.com.

Are you a passionate collector? Send
your story to: A Passionate Collector,
clo Antigues & Collecting Magazine,
1006 8. Michigan Ave,, Chicago, IL
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Courtesy Eppraisals.com Evaluations

to Determine

Trinkets
from Treasures

So you are cleaning out your closets, drawers or atfic and you come across Grandma'’s
old card table. You wonder, .should I toss it or save it? Discovering a hidden treasure
is a big thrill, but knowing how to spot a treasure can make those finds even more ex-
citing. Th make these decisions a little bit easier, eppraisals.com—the most
pomprehensive source for fast, accurate and objective identification and valuation

of art, antigues and collectibles on the Internet—has provided the following tips.

I AUTHENTICATE: 1= it real and from the right time pe-
riod, or is it a reproduction? Look for distinguishing marks
on the item, such as an artist's signature, or place of manuo-
facture.

EVALUATE IT: Examine the item closely, and carefully
check the condition. Restoration issues andior poor cleaning
issues are among the most important eriteria. If the condi-
tion is displeasing to you, it will most likely be displeasing
to someone else, and will have a lower resale value.

AL IS A MUST: The quality of an item is often
d

uhjective, but you want to be sure the item is well ren-
ered or finely crafted.

SIZE IT UP: Pay attention to the size of the item. If
something is smaller or larger than its typical size, this
will affect the value.

PAY ATTENTION TO SUBJECT MATTER: If vou're
comparing a violent, religious painting to an impreasionist
rendering of a garden, the garden scene will likely be more
valuable nine times out of ten.

ENOW YOUR HISTORY: If it was a pen used by

man to sign presidential documents, or it was part of
the collection of the Queen of England, people will be will
ing to pay more for it.
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of_HEHD_SEm: Fashions do sweep the art world,
and there are antigue trends as well. Value will fluctuate
depending on current trends, so get smart and do your
homework. Buy a few magazines or go online to see what
both experienced and noviee collectors are in to.

OBSERVE THE MEDIUM: (il paintings are usually
more valuable than drawings. Silver is often more valuahle
than pewter or copper.

SUPPLY AND DEMAND: Hard-to-find ohjectz are gen-
erally more valuable. On the other hand, something may be
so rare that nobody wants it. This is not a plus.

the above and you're still uncertain or would like to know
the “real” valuation of your treasure, submit photos of the
item in question to www.eppraizals.com. For only $20, a
member of the eppraisals com Expert Network ™ will get
back to you within three days and let you know for sure
whether your item is & trinket or a treasure!

For more up-to-the-minute information abould whoi's

happening in the world of art, antigues and collectibles,

log on to wwwe. epprafsals.com for live online ehats with
Leslie Hindman, CEOQ and founder, and members of
the Expert Network, every Tuesday evening at 8 p.m,




